Nonconventional difluoroalkylation of C(sp2)-H bonds through hydroarylation.
An unprecedented Rh-catalyzed C2-difluoroalkylation of indole derivatives with 2,2-difluorovinyl arenesulfonates has been reported. This reaction provides a rare instance of catalytic difluoroalkylation through hydroarylation of gem-difluoroalkenes. The sulfonate group works as a chelating ligand, thus stabilizing the rhodacycle intermediate, leading to the uncommon transformation.